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J udge Nathaniel Perry III came to 

Flint in 1969, during a time he 

refers to as the city’s heyday. “I’ve 

always been amazed at the spirit and fight 

that the people in this community have. 

They can bend, but they won’t break.”

After graduating from college with his 

undergraduate degree, Judge Perry taught 

at Flint Northern and Beecher high schools. 

He coached basketball, and recalls fondly 

the relationships he developed on and off 

the court with students and their families. 

He worked at General Motors before joining 

the Flint Police Department. He was a 

Genesee County prosecutor for many years 

before holding a private practice. Since 

then, Judge Perry has served for the last 25 

years on the bench, currently as Presiding 

Judge for the Fifth Division of the 67th 

District Court.

He hopes that he is seen as goal-oriented, 

hardworking, and compassionate—but 

above all he describes himself as grateful 

for the opportunities his community has 

afforded him.

Dr. Lawrence Reynolds has been 

advocating for the environmental 

health and justice of Flint 

residents for nearly 20 years. His career 

includes work at Mott Children’s Health Center, 

Hamilton Family Health Network, and Hurley 

Pediatric Sickle Cell Clinic as co-director. He 

says, “Hurley was the hook that made me come 

to Flint, Michigan,” crediting the hospital’s 

nondiscriminatory training programs. “I met 

and have had career-long relationships with 

doctors from all over the world.”

Most recently, Dr. Reynolds is proud of his 

collaboration with Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha 

and others to address the Flint water crisis. “I 

am a graduate of Howard University College 

of Medicine and we have been trained to 

take care of underserved communities, and 

we address health disparities. The water 

situation in Flint highlighted the issues of 

environmental health and environmental 

justice… This is just a continuation of what 

physicians who care about civil rights do.”

About Flint’s future, Dr. Reynold’s says, “Flint is 

an amazing place. Flint makes people connect 

with each other. It gives you an opportunity 

to get things done, with people you’d never 

think to connect with. That has been the 

most exciting thing about living in Flint and 

Genesee County. Unless you live here and get 

involved, you would never realize it.”

T oyia Turner has a lot to be proud of 

when it comes to her contribution 

to the Flint community.

As part of her employer’s Team One Credit 

Union’s Community Impact Team, she has 

helped with water drives for Flint public and 

private schools, churches, food distribution 

centers, credit union members, and other 

Flint residents. She volunteers with the 

Autism Support & Resource Center and 

was recently appointment to their Board 

of Directors. “Our goal is to enhance the 

quality of life and provide support and 

empowerment to families and individuals 

with Autism through all phases of life; 

we recently began construction for a Life 

Skills Center,” she shared. She also teaches 

students at Flint/Genesee Job Corp about 

financial literacy and job skills, and teaches 

Sunday School at her church.

When asked about the future of Flint, Mrs. 

Turner says, “With the tenacious, determined 

community leaders of today, the continued 

development of the downtown and other 

Flint areas, and the preparation of the next 

generation, I am incredibly optimistic for 

Flint’s future.”

This Black History Month, the Flint & Genesee 

Chamber of Commerce is proud to highlight 

four business and community trailblazers
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Toyia TurnerBorn and raised in Flint, Erycka 

Hunter moved back to the 

city ten years ago after going 

away for college. Today she is the Executive 

Director of Human Resources/Labor 

Relations for Flint Community Schools, a 

role she took on after serving as Director of 

Human Resources and Labor Relations for 

the City of Flint. “I am extremely blessed to 

serve the city and now at the school district 

of which I’m a product,” she says. “I’m able to 

roll up my sleeves and help do the work to 

move Flint forward.”

When Ms. Hunter talks about the future of 

Flint, she is inspired by the work of the Flint 

& Genesee Literacy Network, a collaboration 

of institutions across the community.  

Education and empowerment have been 

common themes throughout her career and 

community involvement. She is the past 

Chair of the Flint Delta GEMS (Growing and 

Empowering Myself Successfully), a youth 

group for young women ages 14-18, and is 

still active in the local chapter sponsored by 

the Flint Alumnae of Delta Sigma Theta.

Ms. Hunter is an advocate for her community 

through literacy and education. “Once you 

educate people and show them the way, 

that’s empowerment. And that’s often what 

they need to take the next step forward.”
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